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provoke violent irritation in Russian public opinion, and
would certainly be interpreted as an act manifestly hostile
to us. Especially also, the placing of Turkish troops in
Constantinople under a German general must necessarily
arouse suspicion and apprehension among us. Please speak
in this sense to the German Government.250
Sazonov's indignation was shared and whetted by M.
Deleasse—though for somewhat different reasons. The
French Ambassador feared it foreshadowed a German "at-
tempt to bring about a seizure of Turkey by the Triple
Alliance Powers, to which the Triple Entente could not shut
its eyes without prejudice to itself."251 Germany already
enjoyed tremendous economic and political power in Asia
Minor because of the Bagdad Railway, Delcasse argued;
now she would have a fleet in the Eastern Mediterranean
and be getting a naval base and coaling station for it. Italy,
too, would get concessions—the building of a harbor and
railway at Adalia and the establishment of an Italian sphere
of influence in southern Asia Minor. Austria would like-
wise want something for herself. As far as Italian and
Austrian ambitions in Asia Minor were concerned, Delcasse
was not so far astray; but Germany was opposed to satis-
fying them, even though they were her allies, fearing that
the other Powers would demand similar "compensations/'
and that this would mean the final carving up of Turkey,
To this surgical operation Germany was strongly opposed
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